
SITE DESCRIPTION: 

This is the first cemetery in the area and is located on the shore of Orielton Lagoon in a boggy site. The yard is 
surrounded by a hedgerow of cypress pines which form a dominant landmark in the landscape even though the 
trees are now gapped and in poor condition. A post and wire fence surrounds the site. The cemetery is still in use 
and it appears to be less than half full although there are likely to be many unmarked grave sites or lost sites. 
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The earliest observed grave markers were from 1850 but the cemetery appears on a c1827 plan of the town and 
the ground was consecrated by Samuel Marsden in 1823 with the first recorded burial in 1825. 
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The funerary art is mixed with some very unusual sarcophagus belonging to the Gatehouse family and a range of 
more traditional monuments from 1850 to the present day. The layout of the cemetery appears to be irregular with 
burials along Henry St and along the top of the site and more recently on the southern side of the site. 
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The cemetery is in very poor condition and has been extensively vandalised. Urgent work is required to save 
headstones, the surrounding hedge and to generally maintain the grounds. 

R~SL: Excavation: Development: Maintenance: 123 Vandalism: 

HISTORY: 

Consecrated by Samuel Marsden in March 1823 with the first burial taking place in 1825. Marsden travelled around 
the colony at this time consecrating a number of cemeteries. Prior to this some interments of Sorell residents took 
place at St David's cemetery in Hobart. 

BOUNDARY: 

The listing boundary is formed by the title boundary of the property. 

COMMENTS: 

The cemetery is significant as part of the pattern of development of the area, for its relationship to the town adjacent 
and for the social value and links to the early community of Sorell. The funerary art is very fine on a number of 
graves and the layout, location and perimeter hedge planting form a a very strong presence on the edge of the town 
and the lagoon. The site is important for its association with early families in the area and as the site of the first 
cemetery in the district. 

It meets Criteria A4, 82, C2, D2, E l ,  F1, GI, and H1 for inclusion in the Register of the National Estate. 
It should be included in Schedule 3 of the Sorell Planning Scheme and should be nominated for inclusion in the 
Tasmanian Heritage Register and the Register of the National Estate. 
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